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ABSTRACT
ELMA S. MANANES. University of the Philippines Los Baños, May 2017.            Agricultural Innovation System in High and Low Income Class Municipalities in Nueva Ecija, Philippines. 
Major Professor: Dr. ROWENA DT. BACONGUIS    
Rice is one of the most important crops in the Philippines but there was a limited study regarding the assessment and comparison of agricultural innovation system in rice production of high and low class municipality. Intensive interviews using questionnaires among randomly selected farmers from the municipality of Talavera and Nampicuan, Nueva Ecija were carried out to specifically characterize the components of the agricultural innovation system in rice production of high and low income class municipalities; identify the innovations implemented by the actors from government and private sectors to attain rice production target; analyze constraints in attaining farmer level yield potential and LGU self-sufficiency target; and recommend improvement in the agricultural innovation system. The results of the study highlight the diversity of farmers and the actors associated with the development of rice production and the innovations that have taken place in the municipalities of Talavera and Nampicuan in Nueva Ecija. The difference on the demographic and socio-economic profile among farmers in Talavera (high class municipality) and Nampicuan (low class municipality) explains the yield gap of the two municipalities. Nampicuan, a fifth class municipality had a limited support to its rice farmers due to the lean number of agricultural innovation actors which is due to the limited LGU budget compared to Talavera, first class municipality, agricultural innovation services from government and private sectors among its rice farmers were sustainably delivered and supplied. This study recommends partnership with national agencies, funding agencies and the private sector in the municipality of Nampicuan as well as partnering with other LGU component office such as DENR, DOT, DSWD, etc. in order to complement the lean number of agricultural innovators/actors. On the other hand, in Talavera it is highly recommend to improve their access to information on how to further improve rice production, promote entrepreneurial skills, and improve the perception of the young generation on the potentials of rice production as a business enterprise.
Keywords: Agricultural innovation system, yield potential, innovation, actors 
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	10
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	1.6
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	11
	Bac Lieu
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	13
	Ca Mau
	0.4
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	0.9
	1.1
	1.4
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	1.8
	2.0
	2.1
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